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JOU FAMILIE 

JOU PLAAS 

Ons weet boerdery is nie net ’n werk nie. Dis ’n leefstyl. 
Dis hoekom ons daar is. Met ons passie vir innovasie, 
geanker in navorsing en ontwikkeling, gerugsteun deur 
die raad van kundiges en ondersteun deur volgehoue 
vennootskappe, bly ons streef na ’n beter toekoms vir ons 
land en vir jou, die boer. Om die nasie te rugsteun het jy ’n 
vennoot nodig wat agter jóú staan elke oomblik van die dag. 
Maak Bayer daardie vennoot in jou besigheid.

Jou trots is ons passie.Bayer (Edms) Bpk. 
Reg. Nr. 1968/011192/07
Wrenchweg 27, Isando, 1601.
Posbus 143, Isando, 1600. 
Tel: +27 11 921 5002
www.cropscience.bayer.co.za
www.bayer.co.za

ons passie
Jou trots

Kom ons gesels ... 

@Bayer4Crops
@DEKALBSA

JOU DROOM
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A big guide in a small package 
TO BRING YOU IN CONTACT

I n a COVID-19 year that has turned the whole 
world on its head, the agricultural sector has 
stood out like a beacon of hope in 2020. In 

spite of a multitude of challenges, the grain pro-
ducers of our country have resolutely continued 
to produce food to ensure that South Africa 
maintains its food security.

It has been said that a producer’s best crop 
ever is the one that is in the fi eld now. This 
is the same calibre of belief with which the 
SA Graan/Grain magazine’s editorial team 
approached Grain Guide 2021. And, true to the 
hope for tomorrow that we cling to, the local 
input providers and agribusinesses reaffi  rmed 
their belief in 2021 by once more taking their 
places in this handy reference guide, which 

producers keep on hand throughout the year 
for valuable contacts in agriculture.

Keep in mind that the Grain Guide is published 
fully in Afrikaans and in English every year. 
It also appears online on the SA Graan/Grain 
website at sagrainmag.co.za.

Our aim is to keep on improving the Grain Guide.  
Feel free to contact us with suggestions or feed-
back. Send an email to johan@infoworks.biz 
or call 018 468 2716.

Grain Guide greetings

Johan Smit
Managing Editor
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Focus on IMPORTANT MATTERS 
      tips the balance

T he past production year actually ended 
well. In most places the tonnage was 
good, but the profi tability of the grain 

industry remains under pressure. 
The number of years it takes to recover from 
a drought are increasing. It is very diffi  cult for 
me to think of what will be required to change 
in order to make proper profi ts in the grain 
industry again so that we can do something 
about the debt burden.
Considerable focus is being placed on research 
to increase our yields and reduce production 
costs. Grain SA’s other activities focus strongly 
on reducing input costs and on market informa-
tion to be able to negotiate the best possible 
prices. The removal of barriers to make new 
technology available to producers also remains 
high on the agenda at all times. The grain pro-
ducer is the one person who has to put all this 
advice and information together to get his profi t-
ability on a sustainable level. However, what 
we can never replace is your unique decisions 
about what is the best for you and your farm. All 
the best with that!
The aim of the Grain Guide is to assist you as 
a producer to put all the loose pieces together 

JANNIE DE VILLIERS, 
CEO

DE VILLIERS,

4

2021

G
RA

IN
G

ui
de

4

2021

G
RA

IN
G

ui
de



and making an interwoven linked network to 
make sure that you end up being profi table. 
The ultimate aim is therefore not just to chase 
tonnage, but profi t. Chasing tonnage requires 
great challenges against nature in particular, 
but chasing profi t also requires people and 
ingenuity to link networks together to overcome 
problems. Grain SA’s Grain Guide is one 
of the essential things on your bookshelf that 
gives you access to all the networks of reliable 
service providers.
The market for our grain products keeps on 
growing – which off ers us opportunities to 
expand our production. However, the chal-
lenge remains to expand it on a profi table 
basis. Predictions about the weather and the 
exchange rate or whatever have always been 
aimed at allowing you to plan better, but the 
predictions do not put money in the bank.
2021 will defi nitely again produce a number of 
things that can divert your attention from your 
core business, but it is your ability to focus on 
what is important that will tip the balance.

Happy farming!

Jannie de Villiers

THE GRAIN PRODUCER IS 
THE ONE PERSON WHO 
HAS TO PUT ALL THIS 
ADVICE AND INFORMATION 
TOGETHER TO GET HIS 
PROFITABILITY ON A 
SUSTAINABLE LEVEL”

“Grain SA/Sasol photo competition 
– Stephan Erasmus, 2020
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Grain SA events in 2021
that stand out
(as at 29 October 2020)

JANUARY
14 Grain SA Audit Committee
19 Grain SA Marketing Working Group 

and Sunfl ower and Soybean Forum
20 Grain SA Executive Committee (Dagbestuur)
21  Grain SA Winter Grain Working Group
22 Grain SA Canola Working Group, Lupine Working 

Group and SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee

FEBRUARY
2  Grain SA Maize Working Group 
4 Grain SA Executive (Hoofbestuur)
9 Grain SA Groundnuts Working Group
10 Grain SA Sorghum Working Group
16 Grain SA Sunfl ower and Soybean Working Group
19 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
23 Farmer Development Working Group
24 Grain SA NAMPO Exhibitors Meeting and 

Grain SA Production/Input Working Group 
25 Grain SA NAMPO Harvest Day Committee

MARCH
3 - 4  Grain SA Congress, NAMPO Park
4 Grain SA Executive (Hoofbestuur) 
16 Grain SA Executive Training
17 Grain SA Congress Evaluation: Internal
24 Northern Barley Working Group
25 Southern Barley WG
26 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee

APRIL
14 - 15  Grain SA Executive Committee (Dagbestuur) 

planning session
23 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
24 Sunfl ower & Soybean Forum

MAY
11 - 14  NAMPO Harvest Day, NAMPO Park
21 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
26  Grain SA Winter Grain Working Group
27 Grain SA Production/Input Working Group

JUNE
1  Grain SA Marketing Working Group
2 Grain SA Executive Committee (Dagbestuur)
3 Grain SA NAMPO Livestock & Exhibitors Meeting 
4 Grain SA NAMPO Harvest Day Committee
15 Farmer Development Working Group
25 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee

JULY
21 - 22 Grain SA Executive (Hoofbestuur), NAMPO Park
23 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
28 Southern Barley WG
29 Northern Barley WG

AUGUST
3 Grain SA Groundnuts Working Group
11 Grain SA Sorghum Working Group
12 Lupine/Alternative Crops WG
13 Grain SA Canola Working Group
17 Grain SA Maize Working Group
18 Grain SA Winter Grain Working Group
20 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
24 Grain SA Audit Committee
26 Grain SA Sunfl ower and Soybean Working Group

SEPTEMBER
1 - 4  Swartland Show
8 - 10 NAMPO Cape
14 Grain SA Executive Committee (Dagbestuur)
17 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
21 Grain SA Farmer Development Working Group
 Grain SA Production/Input Working Group
22 Grain SA Day of Celebration
23 Grain SA Executive (Hoofbestuur)
30 NAMPO Alfa, NAMPO Park

OCTOBER
1 - 2  NAMPO Alfa, NAMPO Park
5  Sunfl ower and Soybean Forum
7 - 8 Agri SA Congress
14  Grow for Gold
15 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
22  Grain SA Awards/Grain Producer Function
26 Grain SA Marketing Working Group
 Grain SA Remuneration Committee
27 Grain SA Executive Committee (Dagbestuur)

NOVEMBER
19 Grain SA SA Graan/Grain Editorial Committee
25 - 27 NAMPO Park Christmas Market, NAMPO Park 
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SEED
INSTITUTION

SA Cultivar and Technology Agency (SACTA)
sakkie@llagric.co.za
012 807 3958

South African National Seed Organisation 
(SANSOR)
reception@sansor.co.za
018 472 9500

CONTACTS
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www.capstoneseeds.com

MAIZE
CROP SEED
PASTURE & FORAGE
GREEN MANURE & COVER CROPS
LAWN & AMENITY GRASSES
INOCULANT

CAPSTONE SEEDS
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S eed treatment should be ap-
proached with caution. Producers 
must ensure that appropriate and 

responsible gerbil management plans 
are implemented. Proven management 
plans that include rodenticides are avail-
able, therefore producers are advised 
to follow these management plans. 
Contact Dr Verdoorn at 082 446 8946 
or gerhard@croplife.co.za in connec-
tion with these plans.

Treating seed yourself could 
negatively aff ect germination
Seed companies do not guarantee the quality 
of seed if the seed treatment is not done by 
the seed company itself, or by a registered 
chemical supplier. The treatment for rhizobia 
is excluded.

A chemical supplier who conducts the treatment, 
must be able to ensure that the treatment will 
not aff ect the germination. The chemicals used 
must also be registered in terms of Act No. 36 
of 1947 and preferably be recommended by the 
seed company.

Think TWICE about TREATMENT

Corné Louw, senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA

AGROCHEMICALS ARE SOMETIMES 
WRONGLY USED FOR SEED TREAT-
MENT TO COMBAT THE EFFECT OF 
GERBILS. THIS CREATES THE RISK OF 
NEGATIVELY AFFECTING SEED GER-
MINATION, AND IT CAN ALSO CAUSE 
ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE WHEN 
SEED IS SPILT DURING PLANTING AND 
EATEN BY BIRDS AND ANIMALS.”
– Dr Gerhard Verdoorn

“
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at Grain SA’s Grow for Gold

G rain SA hosted the fi rst Grow for Gold 
National Yield Competition in Mulders-
drift on Thursday 15 October 2020, 

celebrating 46 producers – from commercial 
to small-scale farmers – across 16 catego-
ries for outstanding yields achieved with 
maize, soybean and sunfl ower crops across 
South Africa.
Following extensive consultation with all 
seed companies, a standard protocol was 
established during 2019, ensuring the as-
sessment of all participating producers on 
the same level and criteria. With the support 
of event sponsor Pioneer, supported by Corteva, 
this prestigious event created synergy be-
tween individual seed companies’ regional 
yield competitions setting the bar high for 
future seasons.
Grain producers competed in various catego-
ries, including dry and irrigated land – both 
regionally and nationally. In order to achieve 
the highest yields per hectare, regardless of 
the cultivar planted, innovative production 
practices and smart farming plans were vital 
to their success.
Jannie de Villiers, Grain SA CEO, thanked 
seed companies for their participation and 
engaging, encouraging and assisting their 
producers. “This competition provides us with 
the actual potential growth that is evident in 
the yields these outstanding producers were 

able to achieve. These yields are vital in 
order to meet global food production targets 
by 2050 with an ever-increasing population,” 
Jannie said.
Thanking South African producers for their dedi-
cation and for achieving good yields with what 
they have, Dr Dirk Strydom, manager: Grain 
Economy and Marketing at Grain SA, empha-
sised that South African producers, despite not 
having the rainfall and quality soils when com-
pared to the rest of the world, are still achieving 
world-class yields. He further congratulated and 
paid tribute to South African small-scale farm-
ers who, with limited resources, still produce 
outstanding yields.
Grain SA aims to utilise the Grow for Gold 
platform to give producers the opportunity 
for continuous learning and improvement in 
order to establish what can be achieved. More 
importantly, this platform provides South Africa’s 
top producers with the opportunity to share their 
success stories and to teach others in order 
to duplicate these outstanding yields across 
the country where possible. ‘The economy of 
grain production and optimal level of profi tability 
still remain some of the most important factors 
for the organisation. This platform will delve 
somewhat deeper into statistics concerning the 
record-yielding crops to further promote the 
effi  ciency and sustainability of grain producers,’ 
Dirk concluded.

RECORD YIELDS 

Winners and finalists in the Grow for Gold National Yield Competition, 
hosted by Grain SA.

Alzena Gomes, public relations officer, Grain SA
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A HERITAGE OF CHANGE

™ ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its af  liated companies. © 2021 Corteva.

The more things change, the more they stay the same. The same can be said of farming. 
Farming is still a calling - one that takes enormous courage, passion and perseverance. 
While the virtues of a good farmer remain timeless, the business of farming is constantly 
changing and evolving. Likewise, Pannar stands fi rm in our values and our resolve to bring 
you the ever-improving products and support you need to manage your input use and 
profi tability - today, tomorrow and into the future.

60043 Pannar SA Grain Guide A5 DPS.indd   All Pages 2020/11/11   16:27
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KWAZULU-NATAL AND CAPE
Tel: (033) 413 9500
Area Sales Manager:
Petrus van Rooyen - Cell nr: 082 822 6438
Agronomist:
Vacant

GAUTENG, SOUTHERN MPUMALANGA 
AND EASTERN FREE STATE
Tel: (013) 665 8500
Area Sales Manager:
Carl Otto - Cell nr: 079 523 9980
Agronomist:
Nico Barnard - Cell nr: 083 417 4795

EASTERN HIGHVELD AND LIMPOPO
Tel: (013) 665 8500
Area Sales Manager:
André du Randt - Cell nr: 082 454 5543
Agronomist:
Gerhard Engelbrecht - Cell nr: 082 322 5134 

WESTERN FREE STATE
Tel: (056) 216 3013
Area Sales Manager:
Jaco Naude - Cell nr: 083 287 0949
Agronomist:
Hendrik Linde - Cell nr: 079 527 7695

NORTH WEST
Tel: 087 086 4768
Area Sales Manager:
Jannie Blignaut - Cell nr: 083 659 5400
Agronomist:
Corné van der Westhuizen - Cell nr: 082 570 8240 

NORTHERN CAPE
Tel: 087 086 4768
Area Sales Manager:
Flip Botha - Cell nr: 082 650 4525
Agronomist:
Klaas van Wyk - Cell nr: 072 665 6488

FIND THE PANNAR SPECIALIST 
NEAR YOU FOR TAILOR-MADE, 
LOCALISED SOLUTIONS

Together we farm 
for the future™

60043 Pannar SA Grain Guide A5 DPS.indd   All Pages 2020/11/11   16:27
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CONTACT PERSONS

Eastern Cape regional representatives:
GERALD JACK 

Port Elizabeth, 041 484 2725

FELICITY DANIELS
Port Elizabeth, 041 484 2725

Free State regional representative:
ZANELE BUHLUNGU

Bloemfontein, 051 406 0967
Gauteng regional representative:

LAZARUS RACHIDI
Gauteng, 011 971 5136

Western Cape regional representative:
PHILIPP DU TOIT 

Stellenbosch, 021 809 1656
KwaZulu-Natal regional representative:

RAKHEE SUBBAN
KwaZulu-Natal, 031 337 2755

Seed quality concerns?
Consider these stepsConsider these steps

Contact the seed repre-
sentative and insist on an 
investigation on site.

Contact an independent scientist to do an 
investigation on site. Contact the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development (ALRRD) if the matter is still 
not resolved.

Gather and write down as 
much information as possible, 
take photos or make videos to 
refer back to later.

A trade control investigation will 
be carried out in terms of the 
Plant Improvement Act.

Keep a record 
of dates and 
conversations.

For members, inform Grain SA if the seed 
company cannot provide the required attention 
and solutions for the relevant problems.

1
A

3

C

2

B

However, when a producer suspects or experiences any seed problems, he can follow 
these steps:

If the problem is not resolved, do not wait too long before considering the next steps:

Consider these steps

Experience from the past has taught us 
that it is important to purchase seed from a 
reputable company with a proven record in 
South Africa.

It is always good to have a control to refer 
to. You should therefore try not to plant 
only one cultivar.

TIPS SUPPLIED BY ALRRD

 Only buy from registered seed suppliers.
 Producers are recommended to keep 

record of batch code numbers.
 Labels attached to seed bags should state 

the name of the fi rm, as well as the lot num-
ber, germination group and type of seed.

 When purchasing seed, request an analysis 
certifi cate of the quality of the seed lot con-
cerned, issued by a registered laboratory. 
The laboratory report shouldn’t be older 
than three months.

 Producers are advised to retain the actual 
bag containing all the necessary traceable 
information, as well as the invoice for refer-
ence purposes.

Se
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Corné Louw, senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA
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HOEKOM JY MOET
DEKGEWASSE PLANT
Dekgewasse rehabiliteer, herstel en bestuur

grond
gesondheid

• Organiese materiaal
• Buffer pH
• Grond mikrobes
• Sirkuleer nutriënte

grond
struktuur

• Aggregaat stabiliteit
• Deurlugting
• 

omgewings
kwaliteit

• Verminder N-loging
• Beheer erosie
• 

bestuur peste • Onderdruk onkruid
• Onderdruk siektes
• Onderdruk nematodes

Johannesburg:  8 Jacobs Street, Chamdor, Krugersdorp, South Africa, 1740 
Tel: +27 11 762 5261 •  Fax: +27 11 762 4111 

Cape Town: Tel: +27 21 552 0456

KwaZulu-Natal: Tel: +27 33 346 0639

sales.za@agtfoods.com • www.agtfoods.com/za

mikrobes

www.agtfoods.co.za
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Jou kleingraan
     ons passie

Kom ons gesels...

Bayer (Edms) Bpk. Reg. Nr. 1968/011192/07
Wrenchweg 27, Isando, 1601.

Posbus 143, Isando, 1600. 
Tel: +27 11 921 5002

www.cropscience.bayer.co.za  /// www.bayer.co.za

@Bayer4Crops
Aviator® Xpro Reg. Nr. L10089 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Aviator® Xpro bevat Bixafen en Prothioconazole (Skadelik) 
Galmano® Reg. Nr. L9363 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Galmano® bevat Fluquinconazole (Skadelik).  
Prosaro® Reg. Nr. L8510 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Prosaro® bevat Prothioconazole en Tebuconazole (Versigtig).  
Prosper® Trio Reg. Nr. L9083 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Prosper® Trio bevat Spiroxamine, Tebuconazole en 
Triadimenol (Skadelik).  
Redigo® Reg. Nr. L8616 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Redigo® bevat Prothioconazole (Versigtig). 
Resolve®  Reg. Nr. L8708 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Resolve® bevat Pyrasulfotole, Bromoksinil en Mefenpyr-diëtiel 
(Skadelik). 
Sakura® Reg. Nr. L9082 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Sakura® bevat Pyroxasulfone (Skadelik). 
Sivanto® prime 200 SL Reg. Nr. L10776 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Sivanto® prime 200 SL bevat Flupyradifurone 
(Butenolide) (Versigtig). 
 
Aviator® Xpro, Galmano®, Prosaro®, Prosper® Trio, Redigo®, Resolve®, Sakura® en Sivanto® prime 200 SL 
is geregistreerde handelsmerke van Bayer AG, Duitsland. Gebruik slegs volgens etiketaanwysings.

®

BAYER
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Jou mielies
   ons passie

Pantera

Bullet® Reg. Nr. L5623 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Bullet® bevat Acetochlor, Atrazine en terbuthylazine  
(Skadelik). 
Bulldock® Reg. Nr. L7612 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Bulldock® bevat Beta-cyfluthrin (Skadelik). 
Decis® Forte Reg. Nr. L6563 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Decis® Forte bevat Deltametrhin (Skadelik). 
Guardian® S Reg. Nr. L4862 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Guardian® S bevat Acetochlor (Versigtig).  
Harness® Xtra Reg. Nr. L7703 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Harness® Xtra bevat Acetochlor (Versigtig). 
Laudis® Reg. Nr. L8525 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Laudis® bevat Tembotrione (Triketone) en  
Isoxadifen-etiel (Beveiliger) (Skadelik).  
Nativo® Reg. Nr. L8942 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Nativo® bevat Tebuconazole & Trifloxystrobin (Versigtig).  
Velum® 1 GR Reg. Nr. L10783 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Velum® 1 GR bevat Fluopyram (Versigtig). 
Zantara® Reg. Nr. L10011 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Zantara® bevat Bixafen & Tebuconazole (Skadelik).
Bullet®, Bulldock®, Decis® Forte, Guardian® S, Harness® Xtra, Laudis®, Nativo, Velum® 1 GR en  
Zantara® is geregistreerde handelsmerke van Bayer AG, Duitsland. 
Gebruik slegs volgens etiketaanwysings. 
DEKALB® en Acceleron® is geregistreerde handelsmerke van Monsanto LLC. 

Pantera Reg. Nr. L6451 (Wet Nr. 36 van 1947). Pantera bevat Quizalofop-p-tefuryl (Versigtig). 
Pantera is ’n geregistreerde handelsmerk van Arysta Life Science SA.

Kom ons gesels...

Bayer (Edms) Bpk. Reg. Nr. 1968/011192/07
Wrenchweg 27, Isando, 1601.

Posbus 143, Isando, 1600. 
Tel: +27 11 921 5002

www.cropscience.bayer.co.za  /// www.bayer.co.za

@Bayer4Crops
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AGRICOL
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BREEDER AND PRODUCER 

C ultivation practices and environmental conditions determine the eventual yield of a crop, 
but the genetics of the seed planted play a signifi cant role. Seed is regarded as the main 
input when a crop is planted, because it aff ects the yield potential.

The adaptability of the variety concerned to the environment in which it is planted and the pure-
ness of the variety have a direct infl uence on the yield.
Developers (breeders) breed specifi c characteristics into that variety, and this benefi ts the pro-
ducer. To retain these characteristics, strict control must be exercised during the propagation 
phases. This is checked when seed is produced in accordance with the provisions of the SA 
Seed Certifi cation Scheme.

win with this seedwin with this seedwin with this seed

Eddie Goldschagg, technical manager, SANSOR

RISKS AND DISADVANTAGES

When seed is purchased from unregis-
tered sellers, the rights of the breeder 
are harmed because he does not receive 
suffi  cient compensation for breeding the 
seed. It takes several years and millions of 
rands to breed and release a new variety. 
Without income from royalties, this fi nan-
cial burden becomes impossible to bear 
and the breeding of new varieties will be 
stopped – to the producer’s disadvantage.

If seed is purchased from a registered 
seed company, the seed must comply with 
certain minimum requirements prescribed 
by the Plant Improvement Act (Act 53 of 
1976). Seed from registered seed com-
panies is monitored by the Department 
of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 
Development. If the undertaking sells seed 
that does not comply with the minimum 
requirements, they are guilty of an off ence 
and can be prosecuted. Producers can 
also claim damages from the business.

However, the fact that a batch of seed 
is sold by a registered undertaking and/
or that an analysis report is available 
for it does not mean that the seed batch 
itself is certifi ed. The certifi cation of seed 
involves a complete checking system from 
the release of the variety by the breeder, 
up to and including the eventual release 
of the seed to the producer. This occurs 
over several generations of propagation, 
which usually takes between three and 
four seasons.

SANSOR

During each of the respective propagation phases 
full checking is carried out in that each unit for the 
production of seed is registered with SANSOR 
(SA National Seed Organisation). SANSOR fi rst 
checks the origin and certifi ability of the parent 
seed of the relevant variety before accepting it for 
the production of seed for certifi cation.
A blue label bearing the country’s coat of arms 
and the words SA CERTIFIED SEED: SANSOR 
is used for certifi ed seed. Each container is also 
sealed with a SANSOR seal containing a unique 
number. The seed is then sampled by SANSOR-
trained and authorised samplers and analysed 
by a registered seed-testing laboratory to deter-
mine the germination and physical purity.

ADVANTAGES OF 
CERTIFIED SEED 

 Any certifi ed batch of seed went through 
more than 90 check points before it was 
released for sale.

 The production of the seed was monitored 
and checked by an independent institution.

 A complete production history is available.
 The relevant seed batch complies with set 

minimum requirements.

This article fi rst appeared in 
SA Graan/Grain March 2020. Read 
it online at sagrainmag.co.za.
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BREEDING AND TECHNOLOGY LEVIES  
promote seed market

T he development and introduction of levy systems with the sole aim of promoting breeding 
and new technology have totally changed the attitude of seed and technology companies 
towards the South African seed market, which is characterised by a high percentage of 

withholding grain that is used as seed.

Levy on soybeans

During June 2018 the Minister of Agriculture, 
Land Reform and Rural Development intro-
duced a statutory levy on soybean grain. The 
aim of the levy was to pay levy funds to seed 
companies according to their market share in 
the soybean seed market.

Since the soybean levy was introduced in 
March 2019, very good progress has been 
made with the release of new biotechnology 
and new soybean cultivars:  

 The fi rst new biotechnology that is expected 
off ers solutions containing a combination 
of insect control and glyphosate tolerance 
(INTACTA Roundup Ready2 Pro). Limited 
volumes of seed should be available for the 
2022 planting season.  

 During the past few seasons two seed 
companies commenced locally with the 
necessary biotechnology release trials for 
new herbicide resistance (glufosinate). This 
technology will be very important in the 
future for managing herbicide resistance 
in crops.

The breeding and technology levy during the 
2019/2020 and the 2020/2021 grain marketing 
seasons amounted to R65/t and R80/t respec-
tively. The application to continue the levy 
involves an amount of R57/t for the 2021/2022 
grain marketing season, and R55/t for the 
2022/2023 grain marketing season.

 Quite a number of cultivars – approxi-
mately 30 – from local and foreign breeding 
programmes have also been released for 
production over the past few years. 

Cultivar development, evaluation, registration 
and propagation is a process that takes a few 
years. Even cultivars released in South Africa 
from foreign programmes are also evaluated for 
two or three seasons for adaptability and per-
formance. Then the cultivars that are successful 
are submitted for trials and cultivar registration 
before they may be sold. Seed propagation also 
requires a season.

Levy on winter grains

Because wheat, barley and oats are self-pollinating crops, grain can be held back as seed and 
planted again in the following season. Calculations show, for example, that approximately 65% 
of wheat plantings are done with held-back grain. This practice means that seed companies sell 
relatively little seed and therefore fi nd it diffi  cult to justify their investment in research. This is 
also the fact that makes it very challenging to obtain new genetic material and, in some crops, 
biotechnology too.

The aim of the statutory levy on wheat and barley grain production is to provide supplementary 
funding for the development of new cultivars. The levy is paid over to seed companies and other 
institutions that do cultivar development in accordance with their commercial market share.

The statutory levy was collected and paid over during the past four years and the question 
can therefore be asked as to what progress has been made with breeding programmes. Several 
institutions were contacted and the progress was mainly the following:
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INTELISEED

PRODUCTION AREA NUMBER OF CULTIVARS
Western Cape 4
Irrigation areas 10
Dryland 5

Production areas that are suitable 
for new cultivars1

 One of the local companies applied to be 
part of a project by the National Institute 
of Agricultural Botany (NAIB) in the United 
Kingdom that is aimed at overcoming yield-
limiting factors in wheat in South Africa with 
the aid of modern breeding techniques.

 Some of the local companies also applied to 
be involved in research led by the Agricultural 
Research Council in Australia. The aim of this 
research project is to develop wheat genetics 
through breeding to better deal with produc-
tion stress factors. A considerable fi nancial 
contribution is required to become part of this 
type of research – which was not possible in 
the past.

 The local breeding programmes have come 
up with quite a number of new cultivars in the 
past few years. During 2018 12 new cultivars 
and during 2019 seven new cultivars were 
registered.

 Three years ago one of the local compa-
nies started an oats breeding programme 
once more. Although it is a relatively small 
market, new cultivars meeting grazing and 
grain needs will defi nitely make a valuable 
contribution.

The fact that there is now a terminal levy in 
South Africa that contributes to the compensa-
tion of breeders for genetics and technology 
has also awoken the interest of new role play-
ers. A foreign company with local interests that 
was not active in the local winter cereals mar-
ket in the past has evaluated existing cultivars 
form other parts of the world in South Africa 
over the past few seasons. Promising cultivars 
were selected and the cost-intensive phase of 
proper extended trials in the production areas 
has now started.
The development of new cultivars takes a 
long time and companies must have the 
assurance of a sustainable compensation 
system. The terminal grain levy is a system 
that offers this security.
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Gert Heyns, CEO, SACTA
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Store seed correctly for future use

A ccording to the South African National Seed Organisation (SANSOR), the conditions under 
which seed is stored are a decisive factor in the yield potential of the seed. Factors that 
have an infl uence include:

The storage facility should have a 
solid fl oor. 

Seed should be packed on pallets 
because of a high potential for fl oor 
contamination due to water or other 
materials that may leak.

Seed should preferably not be stacked 
higher than 2 metres, as the seed at 
the bottom can be damaged by pres-
sure from above.

The store should be dry and cold.

Place a storage container inside the 
store in which to keep the seed.

Ensure that there is air fl ow to eliminate 
high temperatures and humidity.

1
2
3
4
5
6

HANDLING OF SEED

Do not throw down sacks with seed, as 
rough handling cause the seed to burst 
or be damaged. Internal damage is often 
only visible after germination, and leads 
to reduced vigour and yield.

STORAGE OF SEED ON FARMS 

Here are a few useful tips on the storage 
of seed on farms:

LONGEVITY

As seeds age, they gradually lose viability. 
Maize and sunfl ower seed can be stored 
for two to three seasons, while the seeds of 
crops like soybeans and groundnuts have a 
shorter life.

MOISTURE CONTENT

An increase in moisture content increases 
the deterioration of seed. Producers growing 
seed crops should dry the seed as soon 
as possible after the harvest and store it in 
sealed containers.

STORAGE CONDITIONS

Seed vigour deteriorates more quickly when 
storage conditions are not optimal. Seed 
degradation is caused by high temperatures 
and high seed moisture levels in particular 
– which can be caused by high relative 
humidity in the store. 

TEMPERATURE

The storage life of seed increases as the 
temperature decreases. Seed should be 
stored at about 15 °C, but if possible rather 
in cold storage at approximately 4 °C.
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Ten einde jou opbrengspotensiaal 
te verhoog en uitstekende 
gewasprestasie te verseker, brei 
ons konstant ons produkreeks uit 
met baanbreker-oplossings vir jou 
boerdery. 

Met die volgende wit kultivars wat 
ondersteun word deur gevorderde 
tegnologie en uitstekende innovasie, 
 help ons jou om slimmer te boer:

///  DKC76-77BR

///  DKC75-65BR

///  DKC76-75B 

///  DKC76-73R 

///  DKC76-71

Bou ‘n vennootskap met o ns en verhoog 
jou opbrengspotensiaal.

Plant jou 
   DEKALB ®-sukses

Jou trots
  ons passie

Kom ons gesels ...
@Bayer4Crops
@DEKALBSA

Bayer (Edms) Bpk. Reg. No. 1968/011192/07
Wrenchweg 27, Isando, 1601. 
Posbus 143, Isando, 1600. Tel: +27 11 921 5002 
DEKALB® is ’n geregistreerde handelsmerk
van Monsanto Technology LLC. 
www.cropscience.bayer.co.za  /// www.bayer.co.za

WITMIELIES 

BESPROEIING

GEELMIELIES

A
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Nip incorrect seed placement in the bud

Maintain planters. Many planters are 
equipped with the best technology, but 
because of poor maintenance and wear, 
seeds are sometimes not picked up 
or spaced correctly, or two seeds are 

planted at the same time.

Have the planter bins tested and 
repaired by specialists like Cerealis 
Precision or other agricultural busi-
nesses. Also get a mechanic to check 
the electronics before the season starts. 

Consider buying another planter to 
reduce pressure on the other planter(s) 
and to ensure that the planting is done 
at the right speed.

Make sure that the correct planter speed 
is used. If the planter moves too quickly, 
the seeds can bounce and roll or stretch 
the interplant spacing. This will lead to 
fewer plants being planted per hectare, 

which will lead to a lower yield.

1
3 4

2
As much as 10% of the yield can be lost because of incorrect seed placement without the 
producer begin aware of this. Here are a few tips to limit these losses:

The complete article, ‘Foute met saadplasing kos ongesiens 
baie,’ appeared in SA Graan/Grain of March 2019, on p. 50. 
Read it online at sagrainmag.co.za

This is a short version of an article by Karina Muller 
that appeared in Seed Focus of March 2019. It is 
also available online at sagrainmag.co.za.

Store seed correctly for...20

Make sure that the roof does not leak to 
prevent possible germination and mould.

Keep the seed store free of dust 
and rubbish.

Inspect the seed regularly for the pres-
ence of insects, moths and weevils. 

Do not remove labels from containers 
and keep seed from the same seed 
lots and varieties together.

7
11

8
12

9
10

14
Protect the seed against rodents like 
rats. Liquid bait works the best in stores. 
Conduct regular inspections and supple-
ment the bait when necessary.

Keep the seed labels until after the 
seed has been harvested so that it is 
easier to identify the problem if there 
is one.

Leave a space of at least 1 metre 
between the seed and other sub-
stances like chemicals or fertiliser. 
Also leave a space open between 
the seed and the sides of the storage 

facility to promote ventilation.

If seed has been stored for a long 
period, have it tested by a registered 
seed-testing laboratory before it 
is planted.

Karina Muller; SA Graan/Grain editorlial team
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MAKE YOUR PLANS
about inputs before hand

S uccessful crop production largely depends on the correct and proper applications of pro-
duction inputs that will minimise the cost of these inputs and sustain the natural resources 
and the environment.

The inputs for maize production generally include the available mechanisation tools, soil tillage 
option, crop rotation, adapted cultivars, plant population, fertilisation, weeding, insect and disease 
control and harvesting. Careful planning for each of the inputs that are necessary and the applica-
tions thereafter should be considered before planting or even after last season’s harvesting.

1 2

3
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Soil tillage versus no-till 

Soil tillage refers to any targeted move-
ment of soil physical structure exerted 
by mechanical implement. It is the major 
part of the mechanisation system for crop 
production and the biggest cost factor in 
mechanisation inputs. Soil tillage properly 
applied can help maintain or improve soil 
structure and keep clean of weeds. How-
ever, soil tillage can be costly due to the 
vast amount of furl energy requirement 
and it may cause big loss of soil moisture 
and wind erosion before planting.

In the past two decades, no-till which 
is often referred to as a major concept 
of conservation agriculture (CA), has 
become a popular farming practice 
for maize production. In comparison 
with conventional farming no-till has 
major advantages such as reduced 
energy consumption and labour cost, 
decreased soil disturbance and erosion, 
and improved soil moisture reservation. 
The disadvantages of no-till include 
higher application of and specially 
adapted planters.

Whether adopting no-till or convention-
al soil tillage, the most important part 
of the planting preparation will be the 
planter and its calibration because the 
producti vity and hence the profi tability 
of the maize production will largely 
depend on planter performance.

Technicality of the farm plan 

The following information farm plan is 
needed before planting preparation:

 Target seed population per hectare.
 Advised amount of fertiliser application 

in kilograms per hectare for your soil.
 Average row distance in metres.
 Crop cultivar seed to suit your soil 

and target yield.

Preparation for a planter 

The planter preparation can be summa-
rised as follows:

 Thoroughly read the operational manu-
als and understand the recommended 
calibration instructions of your planter.

 Check drive gears or sprockets and 
know the gear ratios from drive wheel 
to seed and fertiliser hoppers.

 Select correct seeding plate/disk 
which has proper size of holes along 
disk circumference to give a seed drop 
with a minimum of doubles or skips.   

 Count the number of the circumferen-
tial holes.

 Understand the adjustment mecha-
nism for fertiliser when necessary.

 Combining drive gear ratios and num-
ber of holes on seeding disk/plate 
should give pre-set estimated seed 
population and spacing.

2525



4 5
Make your plans about inputs...

For more information, contact Dr Tingmin Yu 
at YuT@arc.agric.za or 012 8424090.
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Seed calibration in fi eld

 Bring your planter with tractor to 
fi eld side.

 Measure a 10 m distance and mark 
with two easily identifi ed markers.

 Load minimum seeds into a side unit 
of the seed hoppers.

 Take the rubber/plastic seed pipe 
from the seed boot so that the seeds 
can be planted on soil surface and 
easily seen.

 Run the planter and tractor as normal 
planting over the 10 m distance.

 Check the furrow opening, planting 
depth, soil cover and soil press to 
satisfaction. Make adjustment if 
necessary.

 Count the number of the seeds planted 
over the 10 m distance and check any 
doubles or skips.

 The seed population per hectare 
can be calculated by the following 
equation: 

N = 1 000 x n/d
Where N = planting seed population per 

hectare
       n = seed number counted over 

10 m distance
       d = average row distance in metres

Example:
If the row distance is 0,9 m and the seeds 
planted are counted as 33 over 10 m, the 
planting seed population per hectare is 
calculated as:

N = 1 000 x 33/0,9 = 36 667 plants 
       per hectare

Compare the calibrated results with 
your planned target seed population per 
hectare. If necessary, make adjustment 
by selecting diff erent seed disk/plate or 
diff erent gear ratio and repeat the above 
procedure. Dr Tingmin Yu and Johan van Biljon, 

ARC-Agricultural Engineering

Fertiliser calibration in fi eld

 Bring your tractor with planter to your 
fi eld side.

 Measure a 10 m distance and identify 
with two easily observed markers.

 Load minimum fertiliser into a side 
unit of the fertiliser hoppers.

 Take the rubber/plastic fertiliser pipe 
from the fertiliser boot so that the 
fertiliser will be planted and easily 
collected by a container.

 Run the planter and tractor as normal 
planting while collecting the fertiliser 
by a container over this 10 m distance.

 Get the weight of the fertiliser planted 
in grams over the 10 m distance.

 The fertiliser amount applied can be 
calculated by the following equation:

W = w/d
Where W = fertiliser applied in kilograms 

per hectare
       w = fertiliser weight in grams 

planted over 10 m distance
       d = row distance in metres

Example:
If the row distance is 0,9 m and the ferti-
liser planted is collected and weighted as 
140 g over 10 m, the fertiliser to be applied 
per hectare is calculated as:

W = 140/0,9 = 155,6 kg per hectare

Compare the calibrated results with 
your planned target fertiliser applica-
tion in kilograms per hectare. If neces-
sary, make adjustment and repeat the 
above procedure.
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BESTUURSKONTAKTE NAAM KONTAKNOMMER
Verkoopsbestuurder Jaco Snyman 0823305570
Agronomiebestuurder Emile van den Berg 0828067452
Bemarkingsbestuurder Germa Kieser 0825742272

AREA AREABESTUURDER KONTAKNOMMER
KWAZULU-NATAL / OOS-KAAP Jacques Minnaar 0663052461
MPUMALANGA Gerhard Marais 0828067931
OOS-VRYSTAAT Martin Monk 0795146959
MPUMALANGA / GAUTENG Puna Maree 0768121514
MPUMALANGA / LIMPOPO Jacobus Dürr 0795252340
SENTRALE-VRYSTAAT / NOORDWES Gert Naudé 0764312257
NOORDWES Nelis Potgieter 0712912612
NOORD-KAAP / OOS-KAAP Kallie Knox 0674247877
WES-VRYSTAAT Daneel Fourie 0648034000

AREA LANDBOUKUNDIGE KONTAKNOMMER
KWAZULU-NATAL / OOS-KAAP De Bruyn Myburg 0826988117
MPUMALANGA / GAUTENG / LIMPOPO Roelof le Roux 0836270050
MPUMALANGA / LIMPOPO PR Janse van Rensburg 0826352897
SENTRALE-VRYSTAAT / OOS-VRYSTAAT Martin Brandt 0823030698
WES-VRYSTAAT / NOORDWES Philip Fourie 0829093262
NOORD-KAAP / OOS-KAAP AJ Steyn 0836273788
PRODUK LANDBOUKUNDIGE Mauritz van Heerden 0828853962
PRODUK LANDBOUKUNDIGE Johan Kock 0716814039

KLEINSKAAL BOERE / TENDERS AGENT KONTAKNOMMER
KLEINSKAAL BOERE / TENDERS Harry Matebese 0837694257
KLEINSKAAL BOERE / TENDERS Charles Matlou 0833277015

®, TM Trademarks and service marks of Dow AgroSciences, DuPont and Pioneer and affiliated companies or their respective owners.

HOOFKANTOOR ALGEMENE NAVRAE
Tel: 012 683 5700 E-pos: info.rsa@pioneer.com

Westlaan 272, Lakefield Kantoorblok, Blok A, 2e Vloer, Centurion, Gauteng
ADRES

www.pioneer.com/za Pioneer Seed South Africa

PIONEER 2727
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UNITED SEEDS
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IMPLEMENTS 
AND EQUIPMENT

INSTITUTION EMERGENCY NUMBERS

ARC-Agricultural Engineering
iaeinfo@arc.agric.za
012 842 4017

PETROL AND DIESEL SPILLAGE

Spill Response Team
info@marlowsa.com
011 280 4160

Drizit SA
drizit@iafrica.com
031 274 2300

Enviroserv
clientservices@enviroserv.co.za
080 019 2783

Rapid Spill Response
spark@rapidspillresponse.com
080 017 2743

South African Agricultural Machinery Association
(SAAMA)
agfacts@worldonline.co.za
011 453 7249
South African Institute for Agricultural Engineers
(SAIAE)
info@saiae.co.za
072 928 3628

CONTACTS
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Here are a few tips on recording your information:

 Date on which the diesel was added.
 Quantity of diesel added.
 Description of the vehicle.
 Timer or kilometre reading before and 

after use.
 Reason for which diesel was consumed. 

(It is important to check which activities 
qualify for the diesel rebate.) Scan the 
QR code and scroll down to part 3. (It is 
in Schedule 6, part 3.).

DIESEL REBATE:
Dos and don’ts

Other practical hints: 
 Claim the diesel refund according to 

usage and not purchases.
 Be as specifi c and prescriptive as 

possible about the activities. ‘General’ 
is not accepted.

 In particular, keep proper records of 
the activities of trucks and vehicles 
using tarred roads.

 Clearly indicate private use.
 Transporting labour does not qualify.

I t is of critical importance for producers to keep strict record of their diesel consumption. The 
Customs and Excise Act (No. 91 of 1964) requires, among other things, that a logbook must be 
kept of how diesel was consumed.

Agri SA and Grain SA commented on what a logbook should look like, but have received no offi  cial 
logbook from SARS as yet. In the meantime, producers are recommended to keep the minimum 
information required by law.
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Scan these QR codes for examples 
of logbooks supplied by SARS:

Corné Louw, senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA
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HEAD OFFICE Sales - Limpopo, Gauteng, North West, Free State Eduan Booyens 071 871 8163 
 Sales - Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal Christopher Slabbert 066 484 8759 
 Sales - Northern Cape, Eastern Cape, Western Cape Quintus Smit 082 524 7397 
 Product & Marketing Jaco du Preez 082 524 8898 
 CNHI Capital - Financing Antonie Schutte 082 819 8078

LIMPOPO Janpret Trekkers Giel Jansen 015 293 0331 
 Waterberg New Holland Leon Venter 014 736 4364 
 Laeveld Trekkers Henk Bezuidenhout 082 377 1933

GAUTENG Agriquip Dewald Janse van Rensburg 082 447 1019 
 Dicla Farm & Seed Megan Aspden 011 662 1371

NORTH WEST NWK Johan Janse van Rensburg 072 123 5684 
 JTR Machinery Riaan Muller 053 050 0831

FREE STATE BR Dienste Reinhardt Grobler 083 632 4631 
 Kroon New Holland Nico Lategan 083 316 0561 
 JTR Machinery HP Roos 072 241 2120

MPUMALANGA Laeveld Trekkers Henk Bezuidenhout 082 377 1933 
 TWK Agri Johan Bender 082 550 5595

KWAZULU-NATAL Midlands Agri Louis Fourie 072 869 5903 
 Ritchie Farm Equipment Paul Mannix 082 571 6559 
 TWK Agri Bennie Parsons 033 346 1335 
 BR Dienste Reinhardt Grobler 036 448 2481 
 South Coast New Holland Peter Holmes 082 715 0971

NORTHERN CAPE Upington Trekkers Yvon Heyns 054 332 5691

EASTERN CAPE RCL Trekkerdienste Louwrens Bezuidenhout 042 283 0012 
 Universal Equipment Riaan Claassen 041 453 1810

WESTERN CAPE Kaap Agri Johan de Lange 083 286 2507 
 Sentraal Suid Co-op Henk de Beer 028 514 8609

NAMIBIA Africa Commercial Vehicles Christian Koch +264 81 145 6664

BOTSWANA NWK Johan Janse van Rensburg 072 123 5684

LESOTHO BR Dienste Reinhardt Grobler 083 632 4631

SWAZILAND Laeveld Trekkers Henk Bezuidenhout 082 377 1933

MOZAMBIQUE MTM Alwyn Malan +258 84 735 7315
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NEW HOLLAND.  ALWAYS AT YOUR SIDE.

Like
us on www.newholland.com/za

NEW HOLLAND
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JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL
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JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL
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HUSQVARNA 
TF435P
TILLER  

HUSQVARNA 
TF545D 
ELECTRIC/
MANUAL TILLER  

HUSQVARNA TC 242TX 
LAWN TRACTOR
Husqvarna TC 242TX is a powerful and 
comfortable tractor, developed for use in 
medium- to large-sized gardens. 

HUSQVARNA 
T540i XP® 
TOP HANDLE 
BATTERY 
CHAINSAW

HUSQVARNA 
535i RX 
BATTERY 
BRUSHCUTTER

PROUD TO 
BE AT YOUR 
SIDE
www.husqvarna.co.za

HUSQVARNA3434
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REPAIRS – DO YOUR SUMS LIKE THIS

W hen it comes to the cultivation of crops, the cost of implements and tools is one of the 
most important aspects to take into account. How much must be budgeted for diesel 
and repairs? Must the same be budgeted for every crop?

Because crops require diff erent types of tillage, the amount of fuel consumed per hectare diff ers. 
However, when it comes to the cost of repairs, there is a defi nite link between the amount of 
diesel consumed and the repairs required. The more diesel that is consumed, the more repairs 
are necessary.  
Several methods can be used to determine and allocate the cost of repairs. By determining the 
relationship between fuel and repairs over time and analysing it meaningfully the repairs can be pre-
dicted to a reasonable extent. Fuel consumption is aff ected by the diff erence in each area and the 
soil, cultivation windows and topography on each farm. The brand and age of tractors will also aff ect 
the repairs. It is not necessarily true that old tractors require more repairs than new ones. Doing the 
maintenance and/or repairs yourself will also make a major diff erence to the total cost of repairs. 

RULES OF THUMB
There are also rules of thumb against which 
you can measure these repairs. 

 On the eastern Highveld repairs usually cost 
a little more than the diesel consumption due 
to the higher kilowatt per hectare (roughly 
1 kW/ha) and the topography of the fi elds. An 
additional 10% more than the fuel can usually 
be budgeted for. 

 On the plains of the Free State and North 
West fewer kilowatts per hectare are used 
(approximately 0,75 kW/ha) purely because 
the cultivation window is bigger. Here the 
type of soil also plays a role and the diesel 
as percentage of repairs is usually equal.

For the full article by Pietman Botha con-
taining further information on the expected 

useful life of tractors and implements, the cost 
and working speed of four-wheel-drive tractors 

and a comparison between the costs of the diff er-
ent tractors, scan the QR code.

Another rule of thumb is to allocate 1% of 
the price of the new tractor to repairs and 
then allocate this to the crops according to 
the amount of diesel consumed per hectare 
per crop.
A lot of research has been conducted on the 
repairs to tractors and equipment. Agricul-
tural engineers and agricultural economists 
compiled the following benchmarks some 
time ago to determine the repairs and main-
tenance of tractors and equipment. 

The main cost drivers are:
 The average investment or the capital in-

vestment in the new tractors or equipment
 Expected useful life of the tractors and 

equipment
 Expected annual use
 A repair percentage over the useful life of 

the tractors and equipment

In general, the life expectancy of a tractor 
is twelve years, and that of most other 
implements 10 years. A driver to a great 
extent determines the amount of diesel re-
quired by and the breakages of equipment. 
By training these persons properly and 
checking on them constantly, the diesel 
consumption and repairs can be kept to 
the benchmarks. With the electronic equip-
ment installed in tractors these days good 
control is possible and equipment can 
therefore last considerably longer.
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Pietman Botha, agricultural consultant

3535



KEMPSTON AGRI3636

2021

G
RA

IN
G

ui
de

Im
pl

em
en

ts
 a

nd
 E

qu
ip

m
en

t
Im

pl
em

en
ts

 a
nd

 E
qu

ip
m

en
t

Im
pl

em
en

ts
 a

nd
 E

qu
ip

m
en

t
G

ui
de
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Diesel mini testing kit

Have your say on 
POOR after-sales service 

M embers of Grain SA who receive unsatisfactory after-sales service from mechanisation deal-
ers, can report it to Corné Louw, senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA at 086 004 7246 
or send an email to corne@grainsa.co.za.

T here are many new fuel distributors in the 
market these days, usually off ering very 
competitive prices. However, producers 

must ensure that the quality of this diesel meets 
specifi cations.
Several sources can be used to test diesel 
quality. Producers who suspect diesel quality 
problems, especially in cases of possible diesel 
contamination, can contact the South African 
Revenue Service (SARS) for testing. Contact 
Russell Allison on 021 943 7778 or via email 
at rallison@sars.gov.za
Producers who wish to test the diesel them-
selves, can visit the www.dieseltesting.co.za 
website or contact 087 575 3568 for the pur-
chase of test instruments. 

GOOD QUALITY DIESEL 
is 1st prize 

WEARCHECK 
011 392 6322

www.wearcheck.co.za
support@wearcheck.co.za

TRIBOLOGY LABORATORY
012 420 2475

Philip.devaal@up.ac.za

Another option would be to have the 
diesel tested in a laboratory. The fol-
lowing laboratories have been used by 
members of Grain SA:

Grain SA/Sasol photo competition
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Corné Louw, senior economist, Inputs, Grain SA

Corné Louw, senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA
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ALMAZ AGRO
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